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Pascal Robert Gallery proudly inaugurates its fifth exhibition in Zurich,
presenting four contemporary practices that intersect in unexpected
ways, revealing connections between history, material, and perception.

This exhibition brings four distinct artistic positions into a shared
conversation. While emerging from different geographies, materials,
and sensibilities, ranging from Allyson Vieira's sculptural meditations
on labor, material, and history to Blerta Hashani's intimate reflections
on rural landscapes and memory, Lirije Buligi's deeply rooted
engagement with ceramics and cultural heritage, and Peter Bohnisch’s
tactile explorations of surface, texture, and narrative, they together
create a dialogue that moves beyond individual expression.

Across this constellation of practices, viewers are invited to notice
how colors, forms, gestures, and textures begin to resonate with one
another, tracing subtle rhythms and echoes across the exhibition
space. Marks of labor, traces of memory, and the physicality of
making intertwine, suggesting connections between materiality and
the passage of time, between intimate experience and collective
imagination.

Rather than asserting a singular narrative, the exhibition offers an
open field in which each work asserts its autonomy while gaining new
resonance through its proximity to others. These independent voices
form a loose constellation that encourages attentive, slow looking,
revealing how the interplay of distinct practices can create a gentle,
shared rhythm. In this shared setting, familiar ways of seeing

are expanded, and the encounter between materials, gestures,

and histories opens new possibilities for reflection, presence,

and understanding.
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Works by Peter Béhnisch

Peter Bohnisch, born 1977 in Waiblingen, Germany, lives and works in
Berlin. He studied at the Staatliche Akademie der Bildenden Kiinste
Karlsruhe under Anselm Reyle and Andreas Slominski. B&hnisch's
practice investigates the boundaries of painting, exploring the interplay
of figuration, abstraction, and materiality. His works often employ sand,
corundum, and pigment to construct textured surfaces that evoke
liminal spaces, memory, and inner reflection.

Recurring motifs include portraits of fictional explorers, mythic
figures, and enigmatic landscapes, blending material experimentation
with contemplative, psychological narratives. His work navigates

the tension between tactile surface and pictorial depth, inviting
meditative engagement with both the human condition and the poetic
possibilities of painting.

Peter Bohnisch’s Berlin studio is a place where materials and
imagination come together. He works on supports such as linen, MDF,
and fibreboard, building his surfaces with pigments mixed with sand
or corundum to create rich, relief-like textures. These materials are
applied in layers and can be brushed, sculpted, or pressed, making

the surface itself an integral part of the work’s meaning. He often
applies sand and pigment directly with his fingers, shaping the surface
intuitively and giving it a highly tactile, sculptural quality.

Bohnisch embraces the natural unpredictability of his materials.
The sand and corundum respond to gravity, pressure, and humidity,
producing unexpected patterns, subtle ridges, and variations in tone.

He incorporates these effects into the composition, balancing chance
with intentional design. This gives each painting a sense of depth
and energy, where texture and image interact.

Text by
Sara Kisevic

Bohnisch’s works often feature enigmatic figures, mythic or fictional
characters, and abstracted landscapes. These elements coexist with
the textured surfaces, creating a dialogue between the tactile, physical
qualities of the materials and the visual or narrative content. The relief
invites viewers to look closely, encouraging a physical as well as visual
engagement.

Through this approach, the artist expands the possibilities of painting
beyond flat surfaces. His work occupies a space between painting and
sculpture, where surface, texture, and image are inseparable. The
results are paintings that feel alive, tactile, and meditative, where
materials themselves carry meaning, inviting viewers to experience
both the physical and emotional dimensions of the work.

Bohnisch has exhibited across Europe and the U.S., with solo shows

in Berlin, Naples, Prague, and Los Angeles, and participation in group
exhibitions in Berlin, Copenhagen, Turin, Bordeaux, and New York.

His work resonates in a global context of contemporary painting that
values material innovation, conceptual depth, and narrative resonance.
Curators and critics note the tension in his work between immediacy
and reflection, and the subtle humour that permeates even his most
enigmatic compositions.

The artist continues to expand the possibilities of painting,
demonstrating that material experimentation and careful narrative
attention can coexist, offering viewers an experience that is both
contemplative and perceptually rich.



«lch mochte, dass der Betrachter in etwas hineingehoben wird, das tber
unser Denken hinausgeht... Ein Aspekt dabei ist Schonheit. Aber keine
oberflachliche Schénheit, sondern eine, die aus der Tiefe rihrt.»

Peter Bohnisch



Peter Béhnisch

Peter Bohnisch’s quest is one of light and renewal. His images confront
challenges with quiet curiosity, transforming heaviness into an
opportunity for growth. In his depictions, Bohnisch tells of devotion
and trust in a higher power that is neither loud nor commanding, but
gentle and pervasive. For around a decade, Béhnisch has been working
with sand, which he sees as both a gift and a patient, alchemical
material. This exploration has resulted in delicate sand reliefs that
emerge from the picture plane through their structure, as if seeking a
connection to our level of perception. At times, contours break through
the hardened surface, allowing what lies beneath to shine through. At
other moments, the pigment seems to float almost weightlessly above
the canvas, reinforcing the ethereal lightness of his paintings.

Bohnisch’s artistic journey begins and ends in the union between the
spiritual and the material world. With open arms, the artist invites us to
encounter his art and his thoughts and to ask ourselves the questions
that guide him. Perhaps together we will find answers, or perhaps

we will learn, like Bohnisch, to appreciate the beauty of the questions
themselves. In a world so often dominated by certainty, his works
remind us that there is a special form of truth in seeking light in

the unknown.

Text by
Nicola Petek



Peter Béhnisch «Am Acheron/1», 2022, signed and dated verso, precious corundum and pigment, 120 x 95 cm (47 1/4 x 37 3/8 inch), (PEB.00001.M)
© The Artist and Galerie Michael Haas




Peter Béhnisch «Untitled», 2025, signed and dated verso, corundum and pigment on MDF, 60 x 50 cm (23 5/8 x 19 3/4 inch), (PEB.00002.M)
© The Artist and Galerie Michael Haas



Peter Béhnisch «Der Backer von nebenan» (The baker next door), 2020, signed and dated verso, corundum and pigment on glass fiber mat,
83 x 62.7 cm (32 5/8 x 24 3/4 inch), (PEB.00005.M), © The Artist and Galerie Michael Haas




Peter Béhnisch «Untitled», 2022, signed and dated verso, corundum and pigment on MDF, 61x 51 cm (24 x 20 1/8 inch), (PEB.00006.M)
© The Artist and Galerie Michael Haas




Peter Béhnisch «Untitled», 2024, signed and dated verso, corundum and pigment on MDF, 53 x 41 cm (20 7/8 x 16 1/8 inch), (PEB.00007.M)
© The Artist and Galerie Michael Haas




«l want the viewer to be lifted into something that goes beyond our
thinking... There is an aspect of beauty, but not superficial beauty - one
that arises from depth.»

Peter Bohnisch
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